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eighth of an inch. The top of each column is occupied for two

and one-half inches by colored vignettes, relating to the subject of

the paragraph.

The 149th chapter, to which the fragment belongs, is one of the

highly mystical chapters, and, with the 148th, was to be recited on

the festivals of the first, sixth and fifteenth days of the month, in

order to let the deceased pass the mystical regions of Akar (a kind

of Purgatory?) and to allow the soul to come out of them.

The entire 149th chapter contained fourteen parts or " abodes
"

ot the Hades. In this papyrus we have the eleventh, twelfth, thir-

teenth and a portion of the fourteenth or last : but even the first

three are not complete.

Almost all the vigaettes have demons with swords in their hands.

The first vignette (eleventh abode) contains a zigzag patn, which is

not a staircase as it appears for want of perspective, and two

demons. One of them is female and lion-headed, with two

swords ; the other is male, a Cynocephalus God, also with two

swords.

The following vignette (twelfth abode) contains a hippopotamus

demon with axe-blade containing four swords.

The thirteenth abode contains the goddess Thaur or Thoueris, a

concubine of Typho, the evil genius Sepu, with the features of hip-

popotamus and holding a scarabaeus.

In the papyrus of Turin there is also a bareheaded god with bow

and arrows ; in its place are three horse-shoe-shaped abodes.

The last vignette is very much mutilated, but, with the help of

the other rituals, we can reconstruct it. Wehave a crocodile, a hawk

and an antropo-sphinx anubis, a Shes or tie God adoring, hawk

again, befaced demon with swords, nit and horns.

According to the very regular writing of hieratic text, the colors

of vignettes and the differences from other texts, we can say

that this fragment belongs to the twenty-first dynasty, like one of

those extracts made for religious purposes, preserved in the temples

in order to be recited on the festivals of Uka or Thoth, the birth-

day of Osiris, the manifestations of Khem and the night of the

hakr.

The first line of each column, containing the title of the para-

graph, is written in red ink, all the others in black.

Although there are seventy-eight fragments of the ''Book of the

Dead " (of which twenty-five only in England and seventeen in
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Paris), the Baltimore fragment is one of the few in America, and

it is interesting on account of its fine handwriting and its complete-

ness in the titles of different columns or paragraphs.

Besides that, in our fragment there are some variants worthy of

note.

In the beginning of the eleventh abode we find a mention of

" Osiris, Lord of Tattou " (Ausar neb Tattu . . . ), which is never

seen in the other texts.

All the phrases which in the Naville complete edition are erased are

here clearly legible ; even in the beginning of the twelfth abode,

when in this fragment is writteri, "Osiris who opens the doors of

heaven" (Ausar un aa pet . . . ); in all other fragments this

phrase is always wanting.

Equally, in the beginning of the last or fourteenth abode, the

phrase, ''Ammon in Thebes " (xm^ii em Aptet), is not to be found

in any other edition.
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LETTERSTO GENERALWEEDON.

Blair, Archibald :

\1^o.— September 6. In Council. —Proposition from Col, Rob-

ert Lawson to raise a body of volunteers to march to the

southward, accepted. Detailed enumeration of conditions

under which they shall serve. (Copy) No. 40.

1 78 1.

—

April ^. 1)1 Council. —Extract from the minutes. Rule

of exchange of prisoners to be adhered to as far as possi-

ble, calling for such citizens first as have been longest in

captivity. If enemy think proper to liberate absolutely any

number of captive citizens, an equal number of theirs shall

be liberated. No. 75.
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